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When the Internet comes to be perceived as a co-equal of reality, then it will also be seen as a source of
information about reality: what's happening where, the latest trends, the news, the analysis. The new

media sources will include blogs, which are already an important part of online reporting, but will grow into
a near-ubiquitous phenomenon when, as we saw in Desert Storm, by remote control, coordinated by
private Internet links, a new media overlay can be layered over the familiar map. And as the overlay

becomes dense enough, those who understand its codes can use them to navigate through the
information to the things they're looking for. They no longer need to plan their research in the dark. What

all this means is that the distant future of the Internet is more like television than radio. Real people will be
able to create and produce real media on a scale now unimaginable. As yet, this has not happened, in part

because the Internet is still relatively primitive. I believe, however, that the Internet is now becoming
sufficiently robust that large scale participatory media enterprises will emerge. Already, we have a few

companies that have made relatively successful forays into this area. It's not a big business, but the
Internet is a cheap way of producing and broadcasting some of the magic that previously was the preserve

of only the very rich. Wikipedia is already a widespread phenomenon, and it's growing inexorably as
millions of people put information online that is freely available to anyone, anywhere in the world. In a

democracy, no one voice should be dominant: everyone's voice should be heard, everyone's vote counted,
everyone's views respected. The Internet can help to make this possible. It's part of a movement, across

all fields, from ecommerce to financial services, from distance education to research, from television to the
entertainment industry, towards the co-creation of value by participatory users. It's inevitable that the
techniques of co-creation will be applied to the presentation of information. There is something slightly

ironic about the emergence of a new kind of Web for, of course, the Web was originally a medium where
text was entirely dominant. In the long run, it is obvious that the Web will shift to a broadcasting medium.

How much this takes place, is, however, a matter of economic and business strategy.
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During the first week, their caution with one another is
evident. They make tentative attempts at communication,
tapping on their past glories and social statuses to get into
the good books of others. However, all that happens within

the glass house is as convincing as empty promises.
Gradually, they realise: the sole elements to victory are their
own beings and the purity and simplicity of words; it is these
things that are needed to reveal a true self to the other party.
However, the Internet has also made me sentient of my own

insignificance and power at the same time. Within the
blogosphere, I am no longer an expert on any opinion as it is

one that can be shared or rejected by multitude of others. But
insignificant individuals can make a significant difference

when they coalesce around a cause. As this goes to press, a
British company is under public scrutiny for allegedly selling

bogus bomb-detecting dowsing rods to the Iraqi security
forces. This has come about because of a blog campaign by

like-minded skeptics who have used the Internet to draw
attention to what they consider to be questionable business
activity. This would have been very difficult and daunting in
the pre-Internet days and not something that the ordinary

man in street would have taken on. In this way, the Internet
can empower the individual through collective campaigns.
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