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better wound care outcomes. As more
Americans are reliant upon themselves
or others for the costs of healthcare,
there 1s a corresponding need for
improved access to healthcare and for
increased focus upon quality. Healthcare
in the United States 1s expensive and
often not as effective as in other
developed nations. Although there are
many factors influencing the quality of
healthcare, one of the most critical
barriers 1s the financial burden on
patients, particularly those of low
socioeconomic status, in having adequate
access to and obtaining the proper care
needed. Patients pay most of the costs of
their healthcare directly through
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insurance or out of pocket, and as a
result may not be able to atford the care
they need. This results in lost income
and lost productivity for the worker and
reduced efficiency and expenditures for
the healthcare system. Federal and state
government subsidies and other
programs have been instituted to address
the problem of inadequate coverage, but
insurance 1s still not universal in the
United States. The Affordable Care Act
addresses the problem of insurance
coverage for most Americans, providing
a starting point for health reform.
Medicare, the Federal government's
health insurance program for seniors, 1s
expanding and covering more people.

3/8



This article discusses the role of
insurance 1n a healthcare system. what 1s
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