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Hudson Park will be built Pedestrian and bicycle tunnel under Hudson Park will
be built By Chloe Ainslie Pedestrians and bikers who frequent Hudson Park say
the planned conversion of the park into a bike and pedestrian path would be a
big improvement. “Having been there regularly with my dog, as well as jogging
in the park, it's a nice respite from the city,” says Lindsay Squires, who uses the
park regularly while living on Parkhill Circle. “Seeing [a converted park] would
be good; seeing it as a major city amenity would be even better.” The Hudson
Tract Initiative, a nonprofit community organization, says the conversion would
include a protected bike lane, a passenger loading zone and a bridge connecting
the Downtown West area to Martin Luther King Jr. Park. The board hopes the
conversion, which was approved by the city last summer, would attract more
patrons to the park and facilitate the transportation of goods throughout the
city. “It's really not a very long project,” says Hudson Tract Initiative board
member Charlie Krepps. “It's going to be a small three- to four-lane tunnel
underneath the park.” The project involves reconfiguring the current eight lanes
of traffic that run through the park to six lanes, which would be separated by
concrete divider walls. During construction, the park would be closed to drivers.
Krepps says when the project is complete, the park would be redone and traffic
would be diverted away from the area. “The park would be redesigned,” Krepps
says. “There’s not going to be any concessions to the [park] users. The goal is
really to [redirect] cars off of the main area so we can have a safe environment
for people
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