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Footage of a young woman’s sensational rape and murder on a Tel Aviv beach has spurred calls for an investigation of the city’s rape statistics. The footage, released Wednesday by the centrist-left group Yesh Din, appears to show a young woman being brutally raped and then murdered on Saturday night at the Tel Aviv
city beach. Police are searching for her assailant, but have no suspects. The brutal killing prompted worldwide condemnation of Tel Aviv and also spawned a trend of #MeToo messages in the country. Rape at beaches in Tel Aviv, and around the world, is a problem. Yet, many legal loopholes and gaping statistics leave
serious doubts about what is happening and how to even count the data. In 2018, statistics from the Tel Aviv police showed that of all the rape cases reported to them, a mere 14.3 percent resulted in a conviction. “I think that this is just the tip of the iceberg. It shows that on the surface everything seems to be okay, but
if you dig deeper, you realize that actually these are just statistics,” said attorney Sharon Bat-Or from the WIZO organization Legal Aid for Women. “It’s exactly like many of the thousands of crimes that are committed every year in Israel, and only a small percentage of crimes are solved,” Bat-Or said. Like many rape
cases in Tel Aviv, this one involves violence, with the woman tied up and dropped off at a Tel Aviv beach. The woman’s screams are barely audible on the tape, despite the fact that a sizable crowd of Israeli onlookers is around. According to police in Tel Aviv, the video footage shows the alleged perpetrator, who is in his
20s, with a few scratches on his face that were presumably incurred when the victim was strangled to death. The footage was released by the anti-violence group Yesh Din. Following the release of the images, many social media users called for an investigation into what they say is a longstanding rape problem in Tel
Aviv, which has been
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